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Welcome to this 43rd New England Circle, another in a 
series of these gatherings inaugurated here in this hotel more than a 
decade ago. 
As it has since that February evening in 1974, our purpose 
has remained steadfast: to provide a forum for the discussion of 
social, political, educational and literary topics that can lead to 
constructive change in our lives, our nation, and in our world. 
The Circle's genesis goes back to the Nineteenth Century when 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Charles 
Dickens and other literary lions of the day gathered regularly at 
the Parker House for meetings of the Saturday Club. Their lively 
exchange of opinions and ideas in a hospitable and informal set-
ting are traditions that continue to influence today's Circles: private, 
non-profit gatherings that have welcomed more than 1800 members 
from every comer of the region. From the start, this setting has 
encouraged spirited and open exchanges between Circle discussion 
leaders and every Circle guest. 
This evening's discussion leader is Margarita Papandreou, presi-
dent of the Women's Union of Greece, international liason for 
Women For A Meaningful Summit, and wife of Andreas Papan-
dreou, the Prime Minister of Greece. Bom in Oak Park, Illinois, 
the former Margaret Chant began her career as a political activist 
while she was still in school. A campaign worker at 12 on behalf 
of her grandfather, and later for Hubert Humphrey and Adlai 
Stevenson, she hasn't stopped since. Wed in 1951 to the Universi-
ty of California economics professor who would later become one 
of his nation's leaders, she has led an on-going effort to gain social 
and legal rights for the women of Greece. 
Recent reforms she has helped realize include the abolition 
of dowries, the legalization of divorce by mutual consent, equal 
pay for equal work and the legislative action needed to insure it. 
A year ago, she headed the Greek delegation to the United Nations 
Conference for the Decade of Women in Nairobi, Kenya; and, 
in the further interests of global security, she has communicated 
with both President Reagan and Premier Gorbachev about the 
pressing need for super-power agreements that will start the process 
of nuclear weapons reduction. 
Please welcome this tireless and lifelong worker for peace and 
social justice to this, our 43rd New England Circle. 
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